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Minutes HSLM Board Meeting, November 5, 2014 

 
Northwestern Health Sciences University 
Bloomington, MN  
 
Present: Nicole Theis-Mahon, Liz Weinfurter, Amy Claussen, Martha Hardy, Andrew Crow, Sue 
Gray, Krista Jacobson 
 
Note taker: Martha Hardy 
 
June 13, 2014 Annual Meeting minutes approved.  

Board reports: 

a.    Treasurer’s Report - Nicole Theis-Mahon 

Nicole submitted a Health Sciences Libraries of Minnesota Treasurer & Membership Report 

Would like to get another co-signer on the Wells Fargo account. Sue has agreed to do this.  

Two new members this year.  

501(c)3 HSLM had filed for this back in 2004, but it was not renewed. Filed forms to revive this 
status. We will need to do things each year to maintain this status.  

Nicole has also created a new Payment Request Form (reimbursement form). Form has been 
accepted.  

Sue inquired about existence of HSLM stationery. 

b.    Program Committee - Amy Claussen 

MLA fall webinar series. HSLM selected three to host: Communicate Your Value through 
Marketing and Advocacy (November 5, NWHSU), Beyond Citations Counts: Practical Skills for 
Measuring Research Impact (October 29 at Bio-Medical Library, UMN, not HSLM-sponsored, 
used GMR funding), Beyond the Search 1: Protocol Development and Methodology for 
Systematic Reviews (October 22, NWHSU).  

Annual meeting: Will look at GMR options. Consider presenter from Center from Spirituality & 
Healing on CAM research. Maybe a mindfulness or self-care session.  
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b.    Regional Medical Library - Lisa McGuire 

MeHL Update: 

Our request for MeHL is officially part of the University of Minnesota’s Biennial Budget Request. 
Next steps include getting letters of support from organizations and government agencies (e.g. 
Department of Health), and identifying legislators who will support when the Legislature 
reconvenes in January. 

The MeHL blog has the latest information.  

We continue to send monthly updates to HSLM via the blog.   

RML Update: 

 Frank Sayre joined our staff in August 2014 as our new Pharmacy liaison. Frank's 
previous position was at the University of British Columbia 

 Caitlin Bakker joined our staff in September 2014 in a new position of 
Biomedical/Research Services liaison. Caitlin's previous position was at the University of 
North British Columbia 

 Anne Beschnett resigned her position as Outreach/Liaison librarian in October 2014.  
 A search is now underway for the curator position in the Wangensteen Library 
 The U's Academic Health Center is undergoing a strategic planning process around their 

facilities and asking what is needed for health profession education for the next 10-20 
years. Diehl Hall (where the Bio-Medical Library is located) is on a capital request for 
funding for a new 'education' building in 2016. We're in the final stages of drafting a 
report for Janice on Bio-Medical Library space improvements that can provide users 
with a more attractive and accessible space, along with plans that could be 
implemented in our current footprint and/or in a future renovated or new building.  

 We’re planning on moving 50,000 items to an off-site storage facility as part of our 
space planning process. 

 The Medical School unveiled the Wall of Scholarship on October 23, 2014. The Wall 
acknowledges the impact of current Medical School faculty authors whose publications 
have been cited over 1000 times by two of the three journal indexes. The Medical 
School dean, Dr. Brooks Jackson, President Kaler and Provost Hanson were all on hand 
for the unveiling and to congratulate the 26 researchers whose work is recognized with 
a plaque of the first page of their published article. The Wall of Scholarship provides one 
way for the Medical School to recognize, reward and encourage outstanding 
scholarship. This project could not have come about without the expertise of Steven 
Braun (Informatics/Data Services Specialist) and Jonathan Koffel (Medical School 
liaison). Steven and Jonathan met with Dean Jackson earlier this year to define an 
approach to capturing faculty research publication metrics, and one result was the 
identification of the articles for the Wall. In addition, while working on this project, 
Steven created an interface that captures publication data from the Scopus database 
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and contextualizes and visualizes the data so Medical School administrators can look at 
faculty research impact individually, across a department, or within a subset of faculty 
(e.g., everyone on the tenure-track). This interface, or research metrics portal, is still in 
development and the Libraries are considering ways in which to expand its application 
to other schools and colleges. 

c.    Greater Midwest Region Update - Liz Weinfurter 

No current funding opportunities, except the exhibit award.  

d.    Midwest Chapter/MLA - Donna Barbour-Talley 

The Midwest Chapter, MLA held its annual meeting in Bismarck ND on October 10-14, with our 
own Liz Weinfurter presiding as president.  The content of the meeting was excellent, but 
attendance was down to new lows.  The chapter has begun a process to re-examine the annual 
meetings to see if changes should be made.  A survey which was conducted in September got a 
healthy response as a place to start.  Mary Markland will be chairing the effort as the new 
Annual Meetings Chair, as I have stepped down after 12 years in the post. 

Changes were also made to the way the State Liaisons Committee members are 
named.  Liaisons are now recruited like all other Chapter committee members and named by 
the President-Elect instead of being chosen by the state organizations.  I have also finished my 
term as State Liaison for Minnesota, and Andrew Crow has been named as the new rep to share 
information between the Chapter and HSLM. 

Old business: 
·      MeHL (Lisa) - see above 
·      Status of HSLM blog - Liz  
 
UMN shutting down the blog platform in June, so we have a little bit more time to migrate to a 
new platform.  

·      Systematic Review course - Liz  

All slots are full. 7 from HSLM, 5 from HSL, 3 who are dual members. Online class started last 
week, going well thus far. Splitting cost with HSL & HSLM. Stipends for instructors will be paid 
via HSLM, HSL paying for travel & hotel.  

·      HSLM Outreach & Engagement Project - Sue & Krista 
 
Targeting community colleges & four year colleges. Sue will talk to Andrew about developing a 
mailing list for medical centers and hospitals. Have talked to staff of St. Kate’s MLIS program re 
doing Monday talk about accidental health sciences librarian. (Andrew doing a similar talk next 
week at St. Kate’s). Professional associations fair - HSLM will exhibit. Targeting public librarians - 
consumer health.  
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Sue has added HSLM to various online directories.  
 
New business: 
 
Andrew- might be getting rid of Up to Date 
 


